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Moving Forward: Aims

Improve progression rates

/‘
Enhance the student experience in terms of |
transition to GCU

,»
Provide greater support for staff in developing
and implementing strategies to address issues
associated with transition and progression

/

i Develop, support the implementation of, and

evaluate the GCU Transition and Progression
Framework y
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Moving Forward: Outcomes and Current Activities

Current Activities:
L

Partnership Agreements

Qutcomes:

W
¥
S
4
B
>
e
J
oo |
N

Extensive Consultation
with MF Stakeholders

GCU Transition and

Progression Framework Development Funding

Awards

i
Establishing HEI
Comparators

Continuing Partnership
Working

l Moving Forward

6 Mini Communities of
Practice

Partnership working

Dissemination through
GCU events and

conferences

GCU
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The Action Research Project

Working towards the development of a multiple perspective
approach to the concept of independent learning

Project design, negotiations, development
Focus group discussion with Students’ Association (SA) executive

Design of ‘creative response’ (informative postcards) based on
the outcomes of focus group discussion

Glasgow Caledonian
University



The challenge of ‘independent learning’

‘Independent learner’ and ‘independent learning’: predominant
descriptors of academic study in the UK (Leathwood 2006)

GCU LTAS: Goal One: to ‘equip students [...]Jto operate as flexible,
Independent lifelong learners’

Students are unsure, if not confused and often interpret it as studying
alone (Green 2008; Hewitt-Taylor 2002; Leathwood 2006; Wilde et al
2006).

Students may interpret the need to ask for support as a sign
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(Leathwood 2006).

This can lead to disengagement and students leaving
early (Green 2008; Harrison 2006).
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lteration

Idea of cards and first draft discussed with SA

» Challenges of the two-tier approach

Feedback from course tutor and examiner

Integrating work and study: discussions with some lecturers on

the topic of ‘independent learning’
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Focus Group Leaflet accompanying the postcards:

3 Moving Forward Leaflet. pdf - Ado
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Focus group discussion with
flipchart and pens (c. 30-45 min)

Plagse remember 1o explaihn the purpose of the discussion,

take notes and offer opporfunities to opt out. Allow about 5
minutas sach for -4 and 70 or 20 minutas on the Bst part.

1. Ask the students to name one termfexprassion they
assoclate with "independent ieaming’ and note it on
the Tipchart paper.

2. Looking at the flipchart, ask the students il they
can apacity what they mean with...
Or
When locking at the flipchart feel free to remark that
thers appears 1o be a cluster of Lerms/ex pressions of...
And then ask what exactly do you mean by...?

Then ask the students to share any previcus experiences
fin redation to discussing indepandent leaming:

12

Have you discussed ‘independent leaming’ before?
I yea, with who and in what contoxt?

B

. What did you find mest frustrating when discussing
the tople independent leaming'?

And finally, hand out the posteands and ask the studants 1o
Izak at them, compare them to the answers on the flipchart,
and tedl you what they think about the cards [design,
language, information that's offerady

* Are the cards usefulfinformative?

« Would they use them (after checking the websites)?

* Would they use the cards to discuss ‘independent
learning’ with other students?

L1L.E9xB27 N

Focus group discussion with
activities (c. 1 hour)

Piaasa remember 1o expiaif the purpose of the discussion,
take notes and offer opportunities to opf out.

. Act ivity (make sure that you have two different celoured
sets of post-its - 5 minutesk:

Ask: the students 1o write down ane term/expression they
assoclate with ‘independent leaming’ per post-it note
(2 post-its of the sama calour per student).

Feal Tree to axplore previous experiences of discussing
the tepie ‘independent leaming® during the colleation
of the past-ils asking the questions below (5 minutes).
Make sure that take notes and that you promise to
redusrn 1 the post-its later on:

2 What are your experiences in discussing "independent
learning'? With whom have you discussed it before?

3. What do you find most frustrating when discussing
the topie 'iIndependent leaming'?

4, Looking at the post-its, a5k the studants 11 they can
specify what they mean with...
or
‘When looking at the post-its feel free to remark that there
appears to be a cluster of post-its on... And then ask
what exactly do you mean by...7 (10 minutes)

5. Ask the students: what motivates you to leam?
Wiy do yol want to learm? (5 miiutash

6.

~i

®

o

Aclivity juse the other coloured post-its — 5 minutes):

How do you kearn best yourself? Can you give
examples, please?

Az thi studznte to write down ons sdample per post-it
note (2 pirk post-its per studant). Offer one of bwo of your
own ckamples, somcthing along the lines of:

‘I learn best in a very old-fashioned way,
by writing things out in long hand... 2),
Also, [ cannot learn anything in absolute
si'ence, which has led to many a debate
with my parents...’

Thes aim of this exercise Is to highlight that everyons leams.
In thelr own way and that can be different from others,

- Ask the students: where does leaming occur?

What do you think? (5 minules)

And invite the students to discuss the following:

Homy o the ways you learn and the places where you
learn relate to ‘independent learning'? What do you think?
(5=10 minutes)

. Hand out the postcards and ask the students to look

al tham, compara tham ta the first round of past-its,
and tell you what they think about the cards (design,
language, information that’s offered - 15-20 minutes):

« fra the cards usefulfinformativa?
*Would they usa them?

+Would thay usa the cards to discuss
‘independent leaming’ with other students?
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One example of the postcard:

File Edt Wiew Domment Took Window Help ®

SR DO ) -
=]

Heve e sunne Bk o webailes thal g ovide
infermation abeut waysistylas of laarming that
you may find halpil:

Askiinyg guestions andfor asking Tur
help Is part of independent leaming just
like studylng, writing essays, revising,

elc. As a matler of fact, students who 1. University of Southampton on tims

ask questions or ask for help are often
perceived as more engaged and more
confident than students that don't ask

management and the ndependsm lsamer
ww_siudyskills sotonac.ukfstudytips/
tima_ gt htm

for support.
2. Urivercsty of Bath on lesuse in relaton

to ndependeant leaming:
wewvibathuac, uk/lsarningandieaching!
andleamushimi

3. Monazh Unlvorsky, Auetralia on tho S
betwean schod and wniverait:
S wowrv.monash.edu.awlizlonline!
1S 7 quickreds04-study-pattams.xmi

4, Monash Universky,
Australia on independent karnirg:
WL Onash.adu awllslonline/studys
your-laarning-goeatsi 1 xmi
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Caledonian Conference

Annual Event to gain Student Representative Feedback.

*Four groups of students discussed questions around Independent
learning.

*‘Personal learning’, ‘Self directed learning’, ‘Using own initiative’.

*Within University there was minimal discussion around the term ang
Information only provided centrally to students at Induction.

«Cards not vibrant enough, too wordy.
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Feedback by Student Representatives

Important to discuss independent learning with students when they
first arrive at University.

Design/Purpose of the card was not desirable to students

Providing accessible information online would be favourable
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What students would like to see..

« Central Website link about independent learning

o 1styear student/ Direct entry students informed about Independent

learning

e Promotion through many different mechanisms

 Timetabled sessions for New students to G.C.U
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What next?

* Learning from student feedback...

» Develop an online tool on independent learning as part of a new

GCU Widening Participation website

* Ensure student input regarding the online tool

» Explore additional ways of engaging students
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Contact detalls:

Dr Karla Benske — Karla.Benske@qcu.ac.uk

Julie Brown — Julie.Brown@gqcu.ac.uk

Sara Milne — Sara.Milne@gcu.ac.uk
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