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Moving Forward:  Aims

Improve progression rates 

Enhance the student experience in terms ofEnhance the student experience in terms of 
transition to GCU

Provide greater support for staff in developing 
and implementing strategies to address issues 
associated with transition and progression

Develop, support the implementation of, and 
evaluate the GCU Transition and Progression 
Framework



Moving Forward: Outcomes and Current Activities

Outcomes: Current Activities:

Extensive Consultation 
with MF Stakeholders Partnership Agreements

GCU Transition and 
Progression Framework Moving Forward 

Development Funding

6 Mini Communities of 
Practice

Development Funding 
Awards

Establishing HEI

Partnership working

Establishing HEI 
Comparators

Dissemination through 
GCU events and

Continuing Partnership 
Working

GCU events and 
conferences



The Action Research Project

Working towards the development of a multiple perspective 
approach to the concept of independent learning

• Project design negotiations development• Project design, negotiations, development

• Focus group discussion with Students’ Association (SA) executive

D i f ‘ i ’ (i f i d ) b d• Design of ‘creative response’ (informative postcards) based on 
the outcomes of focus group discussion



The challenge of ‘independent learning’

• ‘Independent learner’ and ‘independent learning’: predominant 
descriptors of academic study in the UK (Leathwood 2006)descriptors of academic study in the UK (Leathwood 2006)

• GCU LTAS: Goal One: to ‘equip students […]to operate as flexible, 
independent lifelong learners’ p g

• Students are unsure, if not confused and often interpret it as studying 
alone (Green 2008; Hewitt-Taylor 2002; Leathwood 2006; Wilde et al. 
2006)2006). 

• Students may interpret the need to ask for support as a sign 
of dependency and failure to be an independent learnerof dependency and failure to be an independent learner 
(Leathwood 2006). 

• This can lead to disengagement and students leavingThis can lead to disengagement and students leaving 
early (Green 2008; Harrison 2006).



Iteration

• Idea of cards and first draft discussed with SA

Challenges of the two-tier approach

• Feedback from course tutor and examiner

I t ti k d t d di i ith l t• Integrating work and study: discussions with some lecturers on 

th t i f ‘i d d t l i ’the topic of ‘independent learning’



Focus Group Leaflet accompanying the postcards: 
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One example of the postcard:
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Caledonian Conference
•Annual Event to gain Student Representative Feedback.

•Four groups of students discussed questions around Independent 
learning.g

•‘Personal learning’ ‘Self directed learning’ ‘Using own initiative’• Personal learning , Self directed learning , Using own initiative .

•Within University there was minimal discussion around the term and 
Information only provided centrally to students at Induction.

•Cards not vibrant enough, too wordy.



Feedback by Student Representatives

• Important to discuss independent learning with students when they 
first arrive at University.

• Design/Purpose of the card was not desirable to students• Design/Purpose of the card was not desirable to students

P idi ibl i f i li ld b f bl• Providing  accessible information online would be favourable



What students would like to see.. 

• Central Website link about independent learning

• 1st year student/ Direct entry students informed about Independent 

learningea g

• Promotion through many different mechanismsg y

• Timetabled sessions for New students to G.C.U 



What next?

• Learning from student feedback…

• Develop an online tool on independent learning as part of a new 

GCU Widening Participation websiteGCU de g a c pa o ebs e

• Ensure student input regarding the online tool p g g

• Explore additional ways of engaging students
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