Learning Literacies for a Digital Age (LLiDA)

The UK Government has made clear its expectation that Further and Higher Education will equip learners with a strong foundation of skills and aptitudes to enable them to thrive in an increasingly information-based economy and society. In the past these aptitudes have gone under the broad term ‘information skills’ or ‘information literacies’. However, with the convergence of communications and information media, the rise of user-owned technologies, user-created content, and widespread social networking practices, this term may need to be broadened to encompass new kinds of expertise. We are defining the totality of this expertise as ‘the range of practices that underpin effective learning in a digital age’. 

Unless these forms of practice are being actively developed by institutions and teaching teams, learners will struggle to reach their full potential. The UK economy will be hampered by a lack of high-level skills and a dearth of future capacity. And the promise behind costly initiatives such as open content, high speed research networks, and personalised learning environments will fail to be fulfilled. The future demands skilled, digitally-aware learners with the capacity to participate in learning across their lifepath, using technologies of their own choosing. 

The LLiDA (Learning Literacies for a Digital Age) project, funded by the JISC is a six-month study into learning literacies in UK HE and FE which aims to provide a better understanding of learning literacies, how they are evolving, how requirements are changing, and how they may be supported in different contexts. By engaging with real examples of academic and learners practices we hope to provide compelling evidence of how effective digital learners develop and can be supported, and to offer materials on which staff development of various kinds can be based. One approach of the study is to carry out audits of a range of institutions identified as leading current practice in learning literacy provision. 

The benefits to taking part in the institutional audits:


· Your institution benefits from and contributes to national study  involving a wide range of institutions that are seen as leaders in the field.

· Participation in the study provides an opportunity to examine key relevant strategies from a range of sources and align them with current practice in your institution.

· You will have opportunity to engage in discuss and debate with experts in the area 

· The audit process is a valuable opportunity to initiate dialogue with key stakeholders in your institution and engage them with issues around learning and teaching, curriculum design, learning outcomes, skill and literacies 

· The audit process creates a baseline of current practice that acts as a useful focus for discussion and reflection. 

· This baseline offers benchmark for measurement of the impact of changes after implementation 

· The audit process will allow you to examine current policy and practice in your institution, identify where there are gaps as well as where good practice exists, and engage all participants in dialogue about how best to support learning literacies 

