Sub-theme: Students of the future
Focussing on the students themselves, papers or workshops are sought that throw light on how students might interact with the higher education in the future. Topics could include, for example, empowering and engaging the student of the future, widening participation, the student voice and how the challenges of changing composition, characteristics, expectations and capabilities of the student cohort might be addressed to ensure the quality of the student learning experience.

Title: Digital literacies and the future of study
Abstract 
This paper presents findings from research into digital literacies and students’ experiences of learning in digital environments. It offers a provocative conclusion: that students are looking for study practices that have a long academic tradition, despite the very different information environments in which they have to make those practices their own.

Outline
The ‘student of the future’ has been imaged as a digitally embedded individual with resources and networks that extend far beyond her place of study. Jay Cross, on his well-read e-learning blog, recently argued that ‘Instructional designers no longer have time to develop formal courses. Survival requires people who can navigate a rapidly-changing maze at high speed. They need to find their own curriculum, figure out an appropriate way to learn it, and get on with it.’[1] There are many echoes here of Oblinger’s ‘net generation’ learner: the speed of change, the immediacy of application, the informality of knowledge and the capacity to multi-task[2]. There are also challenges to the idea of university study as ‘qualifying’ the student for a particular kind of intellectual work. 
A recent JISC/British Library study[3] found several differences between young people’s knowledge practices and those valued in higher education. One was a tendency to use image-based searches to arrive at academic content, suggesting a facility with non-textual media that ‘study’ rarely acknowledges. A second was a significant failure of critical awareness: a tendency to conceptualise ‘the internet’ as a vast encyclopaedia of equally valuable knowledge. The Cartesian principle of ‘systematic doubt’[4] seems to be giving way to one of general credulity.  
What does this mean for the future of study? Research into students’ experiences of e-learning[5], funded by the JISC, offers some insights. First, students are still strongly led by their tutors when it comes to study practice and the technologies they use. Second, many of the web 2.0 applications that seem most challenging to traditional knowledge values originate in the academy, which is where most students encounter and learn to use them.
The term ‘digital literacies’ implies a happy marriage between academic values and a rapidly-changing technical context. However, a JISC-funded study into digital literacies provision[6] in UK HE finds confusion about whether and how these perspectives can be reconciled. Where does the balance lie between established forms of knowing, and the expressive power of the new media? How far should the Socratic/Cartesian ideal of the individual critical mind accommodate to social and informal knowledge practices? What, in pragmatic terms, do students make of academic rules about plagiarism? 

This paper presents selected findings from both research programmes and offers a provocative conclusion: that students are looking for study practices that have a long academic tradition, despite the very different information environment in which they are making those practices their own.

Proposal for engaging the audience
This paper deals in an accessible and thought-provoking way with a key issue for higher education: what it means to study in the digital age. What kinds of information and media practice should universities be valuing in their students? How can institutions and students help each other to define the new rules of study? What kinds of literacy will the student of the future need, and are universities ready to support them? It will be of interest to anyone with an interest in the impact of digital networks on knowledge and learning.
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